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Shahre Ashoob (a city struck by catastrophes) elements in Dr. Didar
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Abstract:

Shehri Ashoob, an established sub-genre in the Oriental poetic

tradition as one can find several examples of this type in the eastern
literature. Similarly, this sub-genre has found a distinguished
expression in the Pashto poetry, both old and contemporary. In this
form of poetry, the reader can find a clear and real picture of city’s
social decline, political chaos, economic crisis and moral
degradation. Such type of poetry depicts and records a
comprehensive and dynamic understanding of the contemporary
period. In modern Pashto poetry, reflection of such poetry can be
found in abundance as the Pashtun Belt is faced with similar
circumstances. It is therefore natural for any Pashtun poet to receive
imprints and, as a result, reproduce them in their poetry. Dr. Didar
Yousafzai is one of the well-known poets of the contemporary
times. His “Shokanay” is a representative work where
poems/elements of the Shehre Ashoob type can easily be found.
This present paper objectively analyses the afore-mentioned work
and convincingly extracts the expected results.

Key Words: Dr. Didar Yousafzai, Shokanay, modern Pashto poetry,
Shehre Ashoob.
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