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An overview of Dr Salma Shaheen's literary status
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Uzma Gul

ABSTRACT

Dr. Salma Shaheen is a renowned writer and poetess. She has done a lot of work
on Pashto language and literature. Her remarkable contribution in the field of
Pashto language and literature is unforgettable. She has written many books on
all spheres of life. Her first collection of poetry was published under the title of
“Naway Sahar”. Her second poetry collection was published under the title “Za
Hum Haghase Wara Way” and won two awards. “Raweel” and “Intekhab-e-
Shaheen” were published in 2003 and 2011 respectively. Beside this, she has a
lot of unpublished poetry also. She is also a good prose writer. She has written
short stories, novels, light essays, an autobiography, and a travelogue. She is also
a good researcher. She did her Ph.D on the topic “Modern Verse in Pashto".
Her literary works have been mentioned in many books, such as “Pukhto Adab
Ke Da Mermano Barkha” by Dr. Shah Jehan and “Peenza Shamy” by Professor
Afzal Raza etc. Some research papers have been written on her life and works,
such as “Prof. Dr. Salma Sheen Jwand Ao Adabi Khidmaat” by Dr. Farkhanda
Liagat. In this paper her contribution to Pashtu literature will be discussed at
length.

Keywords: Pashto intellectual, good researcher, prose writer, Pashto Language
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"Salma Shaheen is the Sappoh of Pakhtu and her poetry has psychological truth
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which expresses human nature in general. According to a critic,"it is not always
the author who is speaking himself, it is the voice of human race which is

speaking through himself. (14)"
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14. Sher Alam Shinwari,, The Forntier Post ,December 8,1997
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