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Tahir Afridi’s Contributions to Pashto Literature

* Attaur Rahman Atta
* Dr. Sher Zaman Semab

Abstract

Tahir Afridi, a prominent literary figure in Pashtu literature, has a substantial body of literary
work to his credit. However, his short story, both rich and quality and quantity, occupies the
foreground in his vast literary canvas. As for thematic and technical richness, his short stories
explore new grounds that has won him a distinct and elevated stature among the renowned
Pashtu short story writers. His stories are constructed around as diverse as social, cultural,
romantic, humanistic, psychological issues of the Pashtun society. Apart from his nine short
story collections, he has also authored a novel and novella. Also, he has written two
travelogues and countless reportages published in three collections. He has compiled and
published the letters of Hamza Baba. His contributions, of course, do not end here. The long
list of his contribution includes a book of literary and critical essays and numerous accounts
of literary sittings. Moreover, as an editor, he has very successfully run a Pashtu language
literary magazine Jaras for many years. He has also founded a literary society by the name
Jaras Adabi Jarga in Karachi. This research paper presents, in a concise and objective way,
the literary contributions of Tahir Afridi.

Keywords. Tahir Afridi, Pashtu literature, Pashtu short story, Jaras, Jaras Adabi Jarga
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