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The National School of Khal: Assumptions and Fact
Saeed Ahmad Sahilt
ABSTRACT
Khal is part of District Dir and has a distinctive political, spiritual and
educational background. The land has given birth to a number of personalities
who earned name in educational, social and political fields. During the Dir State
era, the Khal area remained a center place in the political and educational
spheres. The British confidential documentary sources have also given space to
the area and the developments that took place at that point of time. From the
historical point of view, the establishment of National School-at Khal is an
important event. The National School was founded in 1922 and the historical
accounts have provided different versions about it. Due to conflicting opinions of
different writers, the actual characters and causes have been ignored and have
not been explored as yet. In this article, an attempt has been made to provide a
true picture of the important event in the light of authentic primary sources. The
various queries about its foundation, the main characters responsible for its
establishment, the supervision of the School, the duration of its existence, the
numbers of enrolled students and its closure, will be answered.
Key words:
Dir State, Nawabs, Education, Fazal Mahmud Makhfi, Bacha Khan, Anti-British

Activities, Khal National School.
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Reference paragraph 1 of Diary No. 41. Abdul Ghafar Khan of Utmanzai, the well-

known agitator, arrived in Jandul on 16™ October. It is understood that he

desires to return to British territory.3
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Reference paragraph 3 of Diary No. 42. Abdul Ghafar Khan arrived in Dir on 21°t
October and is staying in Haryan Kot. He visited the Nawab and made a speech
exhorting the assembly to promote education as a means of securing Muslim

unity. His address was coldly received by the Nawab.*
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Reference paragraph 1 of Diary No. 43. Abdul Ghafar Khan has left Dir and is now
at Khar in Bajaur.”
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There is considerable fresh activity in the matter of establishing pan-Afghan
schools. During the week the Shahzada of Rehankot laid the foundation stone for
a school at Khal, the site for which was purchased by Mian Said Seth of Khal for
Rs. 2800 Kabuli. The villagers are busily engaged in collecting stones. After the

ceremony of laying the foundation stone, Maulvi Makhfi delivered and
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impassioned speech, advocating the use of swadeshi articles. Maulvi Makhfi and
a Hindustani named Muhammad Fakir, who is said to be a muhajir from Panipat,
are superintending the construction of the school. The Chamarkand
revolutionaries have also started a similar school, and have at present ten local
Pathan pupils. The Haji of Turangzai has also opened schools at Ziarat Khazina in
Safi Country and at Sheikh Baba in Shinwari Country. From this it is.obvious that

fresh impetus has been given to this movement, doubtless from Kabul.®
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Maulvi Makhfi has gone to Kabul to receive his annual subsidy of Rs. 700
(Kabuli). His confederate Sherin Khatak, is still at Dir. An article in-.the Madina, a
bi-weekly vernacular journal of Bijnor, United Province issue, dated the 25%
August 1922, gives some indication of the propaganda now at work. The same
issue also contains an advertisement requiring the services of an assistant
manager and a head teacher for Maulvi Makhfi’s schools.’
290 LS osw bl o by VL s o e gedeo
Are 0 . 0 g9 digpe 45 dols ool o e S dwd S D e
YO 50 L L0 S 50 4y pas b Y SES Gogoad S alro
—Le 3y Gy Ay ysdx 0 oo odxdo 0 #)AYY QS|
w2 S0 ol sdldSes g o Al oo aS Madou" o
g o HLeddl e e oy Sde 1o e oo Sy Jlge 10
WOt de gl i Gldww ! 0 A eSS o x e gadee 0 2
g LSyl 45 s Slaeus
Fo a5 sy dhy daas iy dids e o 1923 540> 20 5 HLSyw SOyd 0
S0 edwh o S g0 awloy 4 e dgae Jad o s> po
S Sl o el 3 syl LB S e S gl JLE S om0 w gl
Qudan | AN Re S e @TDL AL ¢ Aole solx A5 e om0l
PSS iy S el sl L T e g0
During the week Maulvi Makhfi has been active in preaching Islamic doctrines
and in collecting subscriptions for the Schools at Khal and Kotu, both of which
are situated within the limits of the Dir State.!°
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Abdul Momin Akhunzada, a teacher in the Khal school, has withdrawn and-taken

15 pupils with him on the ground that his present pay is less than he previously

gained by private tution. The following statement shows the number of pupils

at present attending Maulvi Makhfi’s schools in Dir territory: Dir, 60 boys; Khal,

45; Koto, 60; Manogai, 15.%!
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All but eleven boys have deserted Maulvi Makhfi’s School at Khal. Most of the

former students have returned to the mosque schools.*?
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The schools at Dir and Khal are at present in a very languishing condition. The
Nawab has forbidden Sherin Khatak to return to Dir. Maulvi Makhfi returned
yesterday to Khal. It is said that he went to Batal, Hazara, with Muhammad Ayub
Khan of that place.’®
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Disappointed in this quarter, Sherin Khan, together with Maulvi Makhfi and
certain Indian Muhajirin, proceeded to Kotki to try to enlist the sympathy and
influence of the Shahzada of Rehankot in favour of their various schemes. The
latter individual does not attempt to conceal his anti-British tendencies. Maulvi
Makhfi’s local influence is declining owing firstly to his now being short of funds
and secondly to fact that the tribesmen suspect him to be Bolshevist Agent.'#
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The Nawab of Dir has written from Karachi to Khan Bahadur ShahJehan Khan,

directing him to demolish Makhfi’s School-at Khal. He has also written to the

Shahzada of Rehankot, advising him to abstain from encouraging these

institutions. This action by the Nawab probably indicates that the influence of his

travelling companion, Safdar Khan, is now high and the latter is endeavoring to

make matters difficult for Khan Bahadar Shah Jahan.%®
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Maulvi Makhfi has gone to Khal and is trying to persuade the Akhunzadas there
to rebuild his school at that place.'®
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Fazal Mahmud (Makhfi): Usualy known as Mulla Makhfi. Originally of Prang in

the Charsadda Tehsil. Besides at Dhand in Salarzai country. Some years ago, he

established anti-Government Schools in Khal, Dir and elsewhere, is-believed to

be a Bolshevik agent. In 1931 negotiated for a time for permission to return to

British India but subsequently appears to have abandoned the idea.?°
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Maulvi Makhfi is now said to have gone to visit the Haji of Turangzai and the

latter is reported to have obtained by subscription a sum of several thousands of

rupees for Maulvi Makhfi’s “National” Schools, which it is expected, will mainly

be given to Maulvi Makhfi and the Hindustani Mullah, Muhammad Fakir. If this

proves correct, it would be well to take up strongly the whole question of these
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Schools with the Nawab of Dir, after His Excellency the Commander-in Chief has
passed through Dir territory.??
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At a meeting held on the 6™ July on the Laram, and in the presence of the
Political Agent, the Nawab of Dir gave definite orders to leading Akhunzadas of
Khal to remove Maulvi Makhfi from their midst. The Akhunzadas attempted to
argue, but were angrily silenced by the Nawab. The result will be an interesting
indication of the reality or otherwise of the Nawab’s influence in Khal.??
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The Hindustani mullah (Muhamamd Fakir) has been compelled to leave Khal, and
has gone to Maulvi Makhfi at Manogai. The Mullah who accompanied Maulvi
Makhfi from Jalalabad is a Mohmand talib-ul-ilm, and is locally. known as
Mohmand Mullah. As Afridi, known as the Afridi Mullah, is also said to have
accompanied Mullah Makhfi, and both are now-reported to be at Manogai. On
his way back from Jalalabad, Maulvi Makhfi stayed for.a few days with the Haji of
Turangzai. The Political Agent has written again to the Nawab regarding Maulvi
Makhfi’s continued residence in Dir territory.??
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Badshah Mohd (Muhammad): Paracha of Khal, son of Mian Said, who is still

alive, and was connected with an anti-British School at Khal. A prominent trader

is reported to be the richest man in Dir and is said to be owed a considerable

sum of money by the Nawab.?®
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