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A critical review of the Intellectual Structure of the Romanticism and Its
Basic Characteristics
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ABSTRACT

Romanticism refers to a cultural and artistic movement that emerged in Europe in the
late 18th and early 19th centuries. It was a reaction against the rationalism and restraint of the
Age of Enlightenment and emphasized the power of emotion, individuality, imagination and
nature. Romanticism encompassed various forms of art, literature, criticism, music and
philosophy. It had a significant impact on literature, influencing the works of famous poets and
writers such as William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Lord Byron, Percy By Shelley
and John Keats. In this research article, a brief critical review of the basic characteristics and
intellectual structure of this cultural and literary movement (Romanticism) has been made.

Key words: romanticism, cultural movement, intellectual trend, western civilization, painting,
architecture, historiography.
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Romanticism, attitude or intellectual orientation that characterized many works of
literature, painting, music, architecture, criticism, and historiography in Western civilization
over a period from the late 18th to the mid-19th century. Romanticism can be seen as a rejection
of the precepts of order, calm, harmony, balance, idealization, and rationality that
typified Classicism in general and late 18th-century Neoclassicism in particular (Britannica).®
ol 315 2 o ped ol ¢S L Sey A 0 g Slaegy eyl
S92 ol 35 ol saey w0 S S g sopdw ] 4 e
0 S e xRS 08 e iaweo ssygan 0ol 0 aded pe 0 gl L3Sy pl g0
sS4y LS el gt aS 4y 4y S Ay lS gl (do—i503) PRy
po c08Sw sy aolay o (Gudalaeg)y) QuSes S8 480 1S gakdo gl
4 > by aalide ( (idealization) s wy aodUie ¢ (o)1 s5) Jaas! « SSal
satwes 0 Gagn el S0 4SS oSO 4y gl plawdS D 4Ss S dale
R R R S S e B
&.A\"JT“-ASJOLAJJJ_(\)
Sopr B34S ol g P oS Lo iy Sl o S o glagy )
Po 90500 2 a5 o Ds2e0 OLIWSI Ho) Fiwyd siaidixs gl a5l oLiE
pabosy o ) kY o ey Lo ol del S s 0 o JLS
bl gLl Lo 405 ska 4 psgde > JusSed |y sy 4 (Romanius)
dhaSod ol Gdan ghals g0 Ay 1) 433 o) Sy Hed ] ) 2 s
ol L s el s SHladle e le
93 Ak o o> peS L0 @b 4xE dS ) (Romanius) o e 4c o
s 4y ey A 1) B3 ) S Y See ] 4] g BIbl a0l gl
PoleusS o et el o) oY 0 (0 0 pay Sl sRy 0 S a6
Cia s pemdSl 0 GgsSlegy osdy 4 dae ool s e Ml
= e Sl 0 saeS dady 40 S 0l gl S ) e idS
Pt dbeg) O L0 b Ry S o 4 sy LSS db piowdS 0
Pe0 sl dprS el o S Loy Sl 4
"A movement in the arts and literature which originated in the late 18th century, emphasizing
inspiration, subjectivity and the primacy of the individual?"

3 https://www.britannica.com/.
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"Romanticism was influenced by the ideals of the French and American revolutions,
which sought to free man from a rigid autocratic society" (encyclopedia of romanticism online)
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In the romantic era, poets were influenced by the Industrial and Agricultural revolutions.
However, the major impact of this revolution can be found in Blake's poetry. His “Songs of
Innocence and Experience’” was based on the industrial revolution where he mentioned a brutal
picture of society (Canli, M., 2019). The part of “Innocence” was a description of the situation
before industrial revolution and “Experience” described post effect of the revolution where
children were punished in society and forced to work at lower wages than adults. In that era,
children were found working at the age of 4. Here, Blake's poetry expressed the innocence of

childhood that was compared to lamb, a sign of Jesus Chris.
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The romantic poets touched the agony of every spirit and every sight of natural beauty.
The romantic’s poets’ substituted love, emotions, imagination, and beauty. They tried to heal the
sorrows of human beings by writing their verses about nature. | believe that romantic poets see
that nature is a precursor of revelation. They employ natural language and impersonate nature as
God, man, etc.®
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Land was defined as elderly and human, and sea was elaborated as chaotic and divine- In
Byron's poetry, the sea can be found as symbolized in the mentioned manner. Poets from the
romantic era lived in their imagery world. They used 'personification' to symbolize characters

that were emotional in nature.’
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The essence of Romanticism, and the principle that allowed the Romantics to create a

new conception of the world around them, was their belief in the power of creativity and

imagination. Imagination gave the Romantics the possibility to dream of situations that surpassed
reality; situations that poked fun at reason, by playing with the supernatural .’
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The second phase of Romanticism, comprising the period from about 1805 to the
1830, was marked by a quickening of cultural nationalism and a new attention to
national origins, as attested by the collection and imitation of native folklore, folk
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ballads and poetry, folk dance and music, and even previously ignored medieval and
Renaissance works. (Britannica)
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