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Abstract:

This research article introduces and analyzes a newly discovered Pashto
manuscript titled "Tuhfatul Lahwi" attributed to the eminent Sufi poet Abdul
Qadir Khan Khattak, the son of Khushal Khan Khattak. Among Khushal Khan's
sons, Abdul Qadir Khan stands out as a prolific and multidimensional author.
According to the renowned orientalist Major Raverty, Abdul Qadir authored
nearly 60 works, yet only five—including his Diwan—have been published and
recognized by Pashto scholars to date.

The present manuscript, "Tuhfatul Lahwi" had remained unknown in Pashto
literary circles and represents a unique genre not previously encountered in
Pashto literature, although similar patterns are found in classical Persian texts.
This study provides a comprehensive introduction to the manuscript, explores
its textual characteristics, thematic orientations, and mysterious significance,
and attempts to decode its esoteric dimensions.

The research contributes significantly to Pashto textual criticism. The study
emphasizes the importance of "Tuhfatul Lahwi" for future endeavors in text
editing, Pashto grammar development, lexicography, and literary
historiography. Since foundational linguistic and literary resources rely heavily

’

on ancient manuscripts. "Tuhfatul Lahwi” is expected to serve as a primary

reference for scholars engaged in these fields.

-cﬁcﬁﬁ\)oj%ﬁwﬂaﬁéjjéjéﬁdjﬁuad@Lde&ﬂ}\éhﬁjidﬁg
S5 Ay o (S gl KA 84y ise) o o0 " egdll A" (S (A jalallae 5 b jlgd 4
M%ﬂ@g}%éﬁ&wbﬁaj%:\J-cdéﬁ\)"dh.uj)}wd"mug}»
}JG‘}SJJ}J}}JQ\MJM}\)’SDJ‘%@_&\A-Md&@d\ﬁgwdgﬁgﬂsgd\gﬁ
LSJM)MLI}\by&QJbM@L\hL}ldw}\bd\J@‘b}wi@}gd.g})yj‘).\s‘u
_gﬁsgﬁ\JJQJw

@3S S g i 4y (sl s JA el g SO I 6 S8 (00 S gl plillae o
3 S 50l 5 524 0

1 Director, Pakistani languages Department, AIOU, Islamabad
International Journal of Pukhtunkhwa

Volume 10 | Issue | | January — June 2025
Website: https://pukhtunkhwajournal.org | Email: info@pukhtunkhwajournal.com


mailto:info@pukhtunkhwajournal.com

161|Page Volume 10 |lIssue | |January —June 2025

"Aabd-ul-Kadir, who wielded his sword as bravely as his pen,
wrote a Diwan, or collection of odes, and the love tale of Adam
and Durkhana’i, so celebrated throughout the Afghan country -
He also translated into Pushto, Jami’s poem of Yusuf and
Zulikha; and the Gulistan and Bostan of Shaykh Saaedi; all three
celebrated works in the Persian language; and a little work
entitled Muaeamma, or “Enigmas and Rebuses™ .
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"He is said, by his descendants of the present day, to have been the

author of about sixty different works; but with the exception of a

small volume on enigmas, charades, and verses of mysterious

meaning, even the names of them are now unknown?"
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1 Raverty, H.G, A Grammar of the Pukhto or Pashto language of the Afghans, Third Edition, London,
Published by Williams and Norgate, 1867, P:29

Raverty, H.G, Captain, Selection from the Poetry of the Afghans, London, Published by Williams
and Norgate, 1862, P:270
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