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“The Evolutionary Journey of Pashto Journalism in Pakhtunkhwa:
A Research-Based and Critical Review from the Town Crier to Modern Social Media”

ITABASSUM YOUNAS

Abstract:

The twentieth century is regarded as a golden age in the history of the Pashtuns.
This is because, on the one hand, powerful political movements for freedom
emerged in Pashtun regions during the second decade of the century; while on the
other hand, Pashto literature, journalism, and politics became closely connected
with the new intellectual traditions and global movements of the time. In this
context, when we examine the evolution of Pashto journalism, we find that in an era
when journalism was not recognized as a formal profession, people in rural areas
relied on simple local methods of communication—represented in Pashto by the
term “,949” (town crier)—to disseminate information. From these early practices
to the subsequent development of newspapers and the press, followed by radio,
television, and, ultimately, modern social media, various individuals and institutions
contributed to this journey. This paper offers a general analytical overview of that
evolutionary process.
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“In the ancient Babylonian and Sumerian world, the carving of a horn upon a stone or boundary was more than
a mere sign: it declared that the place lay under the vigilant gaze of the king—or of the gods themselves—and
thus no act of crime, nor any breach of moral order, could be committed there without inviting divine or royal

reproof.”
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“The press has its roots in early communication forms like oral
storytelling and manuscripts, evolving dramatically with Johannes
Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press in 1440- The printing
revolution in early modern Europe.””
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