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ABSTRACT:

Shams Buneri was a prominent Pashto poet, writer, politician, and
advocate, who conveyed a powerful message of peace, love, and
humanity amidst his nationalist and revolutionary fervor. As a
passionate advocate for freedom and social change, Buneri’s verses
navigate the complexities of resistance and reconciliation, urging
readers toward non-violence and coexistence. Through his poetry,
he emphasizes that true strength lies in forgiveness, compassion, and
understanding, fostering a culture of peace that transcends religions
and boundaries. He promoted peaceful coexistence, mutual respect,
and harmony among diverse communities, making his message of
peace a beacon of hope in turbulent times. This article introduces
peace, explores Shams Buneri’s message of peace, and highlights
his unique contribution to Pashto literature.

Key words: Shams, Buneri, Poetry, Message of Peace, Love,
Dialogue, Non-violence, War, Revolution.
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“The English word peace derives from Latin word pax, which has a
somewhat more legalistic meaning. The Oxford Latin Dictionary gives the
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first definition of pax as “a pact (to end or avert hostilities), settlement,

peace.”!?
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“Freedom from, or cessation of, war or hostilities; that condition of a nation or
community in which it is not at war with another.

Freedom from civil commotion, public order and security.
Freedom from disturbance or perturbation.
Freedom from quarrels or dissension between individuals; concord, amity.

Freedom from mental or spiritual disturbance or conflict arising from passion,
sense of guilt etc.

Absence of noise, movement, or activity; stillness, quiet.”!!
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“Peace is a state of undisturbed quiet and calm.

When there is peace in a country it is not involved in a war.
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If there is peace among a group of people, they live or work together in a
friendly way and do not quarrel.”!?
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“A state of quiet or tranquility; calm, or repose; freedom from war or hostility; a
cessation of hostilities; absence of strife; tranquility of mind; harmony, serenity,
public tranquility and order.”!3
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“Scholars generally define peace as the absence of war. This is a
negative definition. The positive definition would be that it is a state in

International Journal of Pukhtunkhwa
Volume 10 | Issue Il | July-December 2025

Website: https://pukhtunkhwajournal.org | Email: info@pukhtunkhwajournal.com


mailto:info@pukhtunkhwajournal.com

120 | P a g e Volume 10 | Issue Il | July-December 2025

which there are a great many opportunities. The most important role of
peace is that it opens up the door of opportunities, giving each and
every individual the chance to avail of these opportunities and reach his
or her goal.”!’
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“The word peace has a variety of meanings in different contexts. In
international affairs, it is employed to denote relations between states.
Elsewhere, it is associated with internal conditions in a country, in a
society, between groups, organizations and social structures or between
man and his natural environment. In ethics or morality, the word
‘peace’ is used to characterize human relationships and attitudes or to
determine an individual’s frame of mind, often qualified as ‘inner
peace’. Given its various applications, the term is polysemantic, by its
very nature avoiding a univocal definition. In the law of nations,
‘peace’ denotes the contrary of war, which is most frequently defined
as a resort to armed struggle and hostilities. A war is a factual state, an
attempt to solve disputes and conflicts and to achieve domination
through armed force and violence.”!8
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“Negative peace is the absence of violence in all of these forms.”!
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“During the 1960 and 1970s, the rainbow gained prominence as a
symbol of Peace and unity. It becomes closely associated with various
Peace movements, including the anti-war movement and the
counterculture of the time. The rainbow flag, in particular, gained
popularity as a symbol of peace, love, and inclusivity during this era.”?!
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