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Crictical ideas In khushal Khan Khattak Khattak Qasidas

Usman Ali!
ABSTRACT:

This research paper explores the presence of critical consciousness in the qasidas of Khushal
Khan Khattak. It argues that Khushal Khan Khattak was not only a major classical Pashto
poet but also an intellectual voice who reflected critically on social, moral, political, and
human issues through his poetry. The study briefly traces the concept and development of
literary criticism and highlights its early manifestations in Pashto literature. It further
demonstrates that various forms of criticism—such as theoretical, practical, comparative,
psychological, aesthetic, structural, moral, and social—are evident in Khushal Khan Khattak’s
poetic works. His qasidas thus serve not only as artistic expressions but also as instruments of
awareness, reform, and intellectual guidance for society.

Keywords: Khushal Khan Khattak, Qasidas, Critical Consciousness, Literary
Criticism, Pashto Poetry, Moral Criticism, Structural Criticism Aesthetic Criticism,

Psychological Criticism, Comparative Criticism, Social Criticism.
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