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A Critical and Research-Based Study of the Pashto Drama “Khudai Khidmatgar”
Abstract:

This article presents a critical and research-oriented study of the Pashto drama
Khudai Khidmatgar and its significance in the early development of Pashto dramatic
literature. Three Pashto plays bearing the title Khudai Khidmatgar were written by
Abdul Akbar Khan Akbar, Abdul Khalig Khaleeq, and Fazal Karim. Literary
histories of Pashto literature, as well as Abdul Khaliq Khaleeq himself, acknowledge
the existence of a drama authored by him under this title. However, some
researchers have attributed the play discussed in this study to Khaleeq instead of
Fazal Karim. Through textual, historical, and comparative evidence, this article
argues that the disputed drama was in fact written by Fazal Karim.The study
identifies this play as one of the earliest stage dramas in Pashto literature and an
important milestone in the evolution of Pashto theatre. It further explores the socio-
political background of the drama, noting that such literary works were produced
by writers associated with the Khudai Khidmatgar Movement to inspire anti-
colonial consciousness and support the struggle for freedom from British rule.
Alongside its historical importance, the article critically examines the artistic

features of the drama, particularly characterization, suspense, dialogue, and
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dramatic structure. The study concludes that Khudai Khidmatgar occupies a
significant place in the formative history of Pashto drama and represents a landmark

in its literary and theatrical development.

Key Words: Pashto Literature, Fiction, Khudai Khimatgar Drama, Stage Drama,
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" Dear Mr. Khalil

[ write in response to your letter of October 2™ addressed to the Director
of Special Collections. Recently someone enquired by telephone about
the availability of "Abdul Khaliq Khaliq's Khud-I-Khidmatgar. Initially
I was unable to find any record of it, but eventually it was explained to
me that it was likely to have been suppressed by the British authorities;
as a result I was able to find book in our catalogue of Prescribed Indian
books. There are two copies in our collection, one from the British
Library's British Museum inheritance, and another from the India
Office. The pressmarks are PIB 9/21and PP Pash. I respectively. In this
catalogue the author is named as Fazal Karim and the publication date
1s given as (1930). If your intention was to find out whether the library
can supply copies of the book. The answer is that we provide microfilm
or photocopies from microfilm but not with direct Photocopies. To save
Time." I am sending a copy of your letter and this reply to the
Reprographic Services from whom you should be receiving a proforma

invoice. The choice is yours as to which you would prefer.
Y ours sincerely

Muhammad Isa Waley
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M I Waley

Head of Persian and Turkish Collections™ "
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